Welcome to Caesar’ Picks Everyone! This will be a weekly project where I pick every game from the NFL Schedule. I’ll offer my quick thoughts, some stats, and predictions for each game. I’ll give a final score for each game as well as a confidence scale. My confidence scale is based not on the winner of the game, but the point spread of the game from the Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. The scale simply ranges from low (games to stay away from), to medium (games that are 50-50, bet with caution), to high confidence (Games to pick). These spreads and picks are made as of Sunday, December 29th, 2019.

Another 8-7 week puts me right at .500 on the season at 109-109 even. The big win however came from my high confidence picks as I nail a perfect 4-0 record to bring me to 37-24 on the year. This is the last week of the season, meaning playoff stakes, coaching decisions, and positioning are all decided by the end of the night. The last NFL games of the 2010s decade are here, so let’s pick them!

Bears 7-8 vs Vikings 10-5 (+3)

This spread was made with the Vikings being locked in as the 6th seed in the NFC. They threw away their chance at grabbing the NFC North with a putrid performance on Monday night against the Packers. With the Vikings being forced to play on the road in the postseason, expect them to rest their players in this game. I got the Bears winning and covering to finish at .500 on the season.

Bears 21, Vikings 14/Medium Confidence 

Falcons 6-9 vs Buccaneers 7-8 (+1)

QB Jameis Winston has two more interceptions to go to hit the 30 for 30 mark! He also has less than 100 yards to go to hit 5000 yards passing, a testament to his aggressive nature throwing the ball. He Falcons are 6-2 against the spread in their last eight games, but one of those losses came to the Bucs, and Winston will target the weaknesses of the Falcons secondary. I like Tampa Bay to win and go to .500 on the season.

Buccaneers 34, Falcons 31/ Medium Confidence 

Browns 6-9 vs Bengals 1-14 (+2)

The two Ohio teams both had rough seasons, but will want to close out the season strong as players want to get some good tape out there. The Browns had at least one bright spot to a bad year, and that’s RB Nick Chubb who has ran for over 1400 yards this season. The Bengals bright spot this year is that they get Joe Burrow to play Quarterback for them in the upcoming season. With nothing to lose for the Bengals, expect Dalton to churn in one more good performance before looking for a new job in the offseason. Give me the Bengals to win here.

Bengals 24, Browns 20/ Low Confidence 

Packers 12-3 vs Lions 3-11-1 (+12.5)

The Packers may not be anyone’s favorite to win the NFC, but with one more win, the Pack will have a first round bye. Add a Niners loss to the Seahawks, and Green Bay would control the NFC playoff path. With those stakes on the line, I got the Packers crushing a Lions team that has gotten worse and worse as the season has progressed.

Packers 30, Lions 13/ High Confidence 

Chargers 5-10 vs Chiefs 11-4 (-10)

This could very well be Phillip Rivers last game as a Charger. With his contract expiring and his recent poor play, the Chargers may move in a different direction. Phillip is a competitor through and through, so I think he could actually put together a nice performance and keep the Chargers closer then some would think. I still like the Chiefs winning as they are playing for a bye, but I will take the points for the Chargers.

Chiefs 24, Chargers 17/ Medium Confidence 

Dolphins 4-11 vs Patriots 12-3 (-16.5)

The Patriots played their best game as a unit in a while against the Bills, with Tom Brady goin 26 for 33 on passes, and RB Sony Michel getting 96 rushing yards. The defense stepped up in the fourth quarter, and will have to continue that play to help the offense into the postseason. As for this game I like the Patriots to cover as they are focused with Miami is looking towards the offseason.

Patriots 31, Dolphins 10/ Medium Confidence 

Jets 6-9 vs Bills 10-5 (-1)

The Bill may rest their starters with them being locked in a #5 in the AFC Playoff Standings. However, I think HC Sean McDermott will want to see his starters play and get ready for their matchup with the Texans and will only pull the Starters in a blowout. Add to that the Jets have played poorly following a big win all season, it only makes sense that their season ends that way as well. Give me the Buffalo Bills here.

Bills 23, Jets 16/ Low Confidence 

Saints 12-3 vs Panthers 5-10 (+14)

The Panthers season has unraveled as they will have a lot of questions to answer regarding the future Head Coach and quarterback combo of this Franchise. While they’re asking questions, the Saints are answering the questions of concern after their disappointing end to last season. They are back again in the postseason and will start all their players This week for the chance to get a first round bye if the Packers or 49ers lose. Expect the Saints to roll over the Panthers.

Saints 28, Panthers 7/ High Confidence 

Cardinals 5-9-1 vs Rams 8-7 (-7.5)

The Rams aren’t playing most of their starters as they are banged up and now have nothing to play for. The Cardinals are taking a different approach as Kyler Murray is expected to play the season finale. With that news, give me the Cardinals to cover and win outright.

Cardinals 28, Rams 23/ High Confidence 

Colts 7-8 vs Jaguars 5-10 (+6.5)

The Colts and Jaguars had promising starts to their respective seasons but they both fell off in the second half of the season. HC Doug Marrone’s job is on the line in this game, but the Jaguar players haven’t shown to be interested in winning for him. The Colts on the other hand have been terrible on the road this year, so sometimes got to give. Give me the Jaguars with the points but the Colts to win (I’m glad I don’t have to pick any of these teams games this season). 

Colts 26, Jaguars 23/ Low Confidence 

Raiders 7-8 vs Broncos 6-9 (-3.5)

The Raiders are actually still in the Playoff race in week 17 despite their slump in November. It will take a miracle, but it is possible. The Broncos have been the better team recently however, winning three of their last four games. QB Drew Lock may have a future with the Broncos with his arm talent, and I expect him to show it off against a weak Raiders secondary. I like the Broncos to end the Raiders already slim playoff chances.

Broncos 27, Raiders 21/ Medium Confidence 

Eagles 8-7 vs Giants 4-11 (+3.5)

The Eagles are in first place in the NFC East after a big win over the Cowboys, but they haven’t locked up their spot just yet. The Giants are at home and lost to the Eagles in overtime in their first matchup. Now QB Daniel Jones will start for this game and he has been lighting it up recently with a five touchdown performance against the Redskins. I don’t expect him to do the same thing to the Eagles this week, as I got the Birds winning and covering on the road, securing the NFC East.

Eagles 26, Giants 21/ Medium Confidence 

Steelers 8-7 vs Ravens 13-2 (-1)

The Ravens have nearly their entire starting unit on rest against the Steelers thanks to homefield advantage flowing through them. The Steelers need this game and help for the Texans (who are resting their starters as well).QB Duck Hodges has had a rough stretch and I don’t think he will play well even against the backup unit of Baltimore. I like the Ravens to win even with a backup unit in place.

Ravens 24, Steelers 19/ Low Confidence 

Redskins 3-12 vs Cowboys 7-8 (-13)

Nothing to me suggest that the Cowboys should be 13 point favorites against anybody . They look lost, and HC Jason Garrett is already done in Dallas unless a miracle Super Bowl run happens. I think the Eagles win, so I don’t see that happening. I also don’t see them covering 13 points, but they will still get the win against the Redskins.

Cowboys 28, Redskins 24/ High Confidence 

Titans 8-7 vs Texans 10-5 (+8)

The Texans are resting everybody against the Titans who are currently the 6th seed in the AFC. It’s a win and your in scenario as the Titans have looked good all second half of the season, and with the Texans preparing for the Bills, expect the Titans to swoop in and clinch the 6th spot while covering the spread.

Titans 31, Texans 20/ Medium Confidence 

49ers 12-3 vs Seahawks 11-4 (+3)

This game determines the whole NFC playoff picture. The 49ers control the NFC with a win, while the Seahawks get a home game and potentially a bye with a win. One of them will play an NFC East team on the road in the wildcard . In this game, I’m taking the team that has shown more consistency throughout the season, and that’s the 49ers. The Seahawks are banged up from head to toe, and it will cost them here.
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